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2 Kinos xx. 19. 


Then ſaid Hezekiah unto Iſaiah, __ _ 


word of the LORD which thou haſt / 
aid, A is not good if ber- and Had 13 rms 


Days? 


HIS king Hezekiab is ide 

the beſt and moſt pious of all the Few þ 
kings. From ba firſt entrance on 
government, he ſet himſelf to reform al the 
abuſes and diſorders both in church and ſtate, 
introduced in the preced 3 He 1 
the true worſhip 4 Cod, deſtroyed all the 
monuments of — removed tbe 1 255 —— | 
brake the images, cut down the groves, brake 
in pieces the brazen ſerpent, which in the - 
ing times of iniquity had been perverted into an 
object of idolatrous worſhip. Under his admi- 
nitration the kingdom of þ_ was in a moſt. 
flouriſhing condition, for Lord was with him, 
and be proſpered whit ber fſoeuer he went forth, in 
all the wars. which he was conſtrained to un- = 
dertake in defence of the liberties of his country; * 
particularly againſt the Aſfyrian monarch ; from £ 
whoſe invaſion he met 1 ab a very remarkable de- 
liverance without to ſtrike one 


blow ; God ſending a ene Angel, or a _ 


/ 7 0 1 


— 


E 

as it is called, Ta; xxxvii. 7. the Afyria 
army in the night fo that — 1 Bar an hundred 
fourſcore and five thouſand were found dead 
corpſes in the morning; which obliged the haugh. 
ty tyrant to raiſe the ſiege of Jeruſalem, and re. 
tire with precipitation to his own land. We have 
an account particularly in this chapter of two very 
ſignal favours granted him, as the reward of his 
ſteady piety and virtue, Firſt, when he was at 
the point of death, he had a meſſage by the 
| Prophet ſarah, that an addi ion ſhould. be made 
to his life of fifteen years; which muſt have been 
equally joyſul to the whole nation, as himſelf, 
that ſo good a king, under whom they had been 
ſo happy and proſperous, was to be longer conti- 
nued among them. And, Secondly, he had a 


promiſe given him that his country ſhould enjoy 


peace and quietneſs e e reign ; though af- 
terwards, the prophet tells him, it ſhould fall a 
prey to the Babylonians ; occaſioned by his own 
vanity and pride, in treating the Babylonian am- 
baſſadors who were ſent to congratulate him on 
his recoyery, with ſuch pomp and magnificence, 
and ſhewing them all his wealth and treaſures ; 
which he might well think would invite them to 
endeavour to make themſelves maſters of them, 
Behold, faith the prophet, the days come that all 
that is in thine houſe, and that which thy fathers 
have laid up in ſtore unto this day, fl all be carried 
unto Babylon; nothing ſhall be left, ſaith the Lord. 
And 41 ſons, that ſhall iſſue from thee, which 
thou ſhalt fgets - ſhall they take away, and they 


| ſhall be eunuc 


Jon, Per}. 17, 18. 
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s in the palace of the king of Baby- 
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Fus mortifying a 
received with the utmoſt —— and NE 

acknowledging at the ſame time * the higheſt 
gratitude the divine goodneſs, in that the deſtruc- 
tion foretold by the prophet _ to be reſpited <a 
ſome time, and not immediately to take 
that he himſelf was not to be a ſpectator o chele 
diſaſters and calamities which end befal his fa- 
mily and country; but that he and they ſhould 
enjoy the benefit of that peace and truth, which 
it had been the conſtant attention of his whole 
life to promote and eſtabliſh, during his ovyn 
time. Good is the word of the Lord, ſays he, 
which thou haſt ſpoken ; and he ſaid, Is it not good 
if I bave peace and truth in my days? Not that 
we are to imagine ſo good a man could be ſo ſel- 
fiſh and fo little public-ſpirited as to have no re- 
gard for poſterity; no concern what became of 
his country when he was gone. One who had 
been ſo vigilant and active for the honour of God, 
the purity of religion, and of his own coun» 
try, in his own time, muſt certainly be, preſum- 
ed to have been fincerely defirous that the bene- 
fit of that liberty and truth, which was ſo dear to 
him, and which he had been at ſo much pains to 
eſtabliſh, ſhould deſcend and be tranſmitted to 
the moſt diſtant Generations. But being aſſured 
that ſome time or other his coun» 
try ſhould be involved in ruin and deſolation ; 
he reckons it a fingle inſtance of the goodneſs of 
God, that he was not to be a ſpectator of ſuch 
miſery and diſtreſs, but that he ſhould be.taken 


away from the evil to come, and enjoy firm EPO 


and true religion, during 2 own days. 
Tur 


On 


Tux application of this paſſage to the preſent 
occaſion . natural and hos It becomes 
us of theſe nations with voice of joy and triu 
to celebrate the praiſes of our almighty guardian 
that has watched over and preſerved our religion 
and liberties ; by whoſe good providence we are 
ſtill in poſleſſion of theſe valuable intereſts, not- 
withſtanding the repeated attempts of our ene- 
mies to undermine and deſtroy them; and parti- 
cularly of late, has delivered us from an inteſtine 
and foreign war; both which for ſome time had 
a very threatening aſpect, and were juſtly terrible 
to every lover of liberty and truth; ſo that we 
have reſt from all our enemies, within and with- 
out; and enjoy the comfortable proſpect of the 
ſecure and quiet poſſeſſion of our liberty and reli- 
gion, we hope not only in our own days (which 
even itſelf were a moſt valuable bleſſing) but of 
tranſmitting theſe intire to future and diſtant gene- 
rations. Js it not good? Is it not an invaluable 
bleſſing, deſerving-our moſt grateful -praiſes and 
thankigi vings, that the enemies of liberty, and of 
pure reformed Chriſtianity, have been once more 
defeated in their deſign of binding upon us the 
grievous yoke of popery and arbitrary power ; 
by. which means our civil and religious liberties 
have received an additional ſttrength and ſecurity; 
and, we truſt in IN who has hitherto helped 
us, ſhall be continued and preſerved not only in 
dur days, but as long as the name of Great Bri- 
tain ſhall be heard in the world. x Fy 
In diſcourſing farther from theſe words, I 
ſhall, Firft, conſider what we are to underſtand 
by peace and truth. | 444k 
% | Secondly, -- 
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Secondly, ſhew that the n and con- 
tinuance of our and truth is a juſt founda- 
tion for our moſt affectionate gratitude and thank- 
fulneſs to God. And then oonclude with | 
ſome ſuitable application. 

PEACE in general, ſignifies the quiet and undi- 
ſturbed enjoyment of our natural and civil rights; 
and may be diſtinguiſhed into private and poblic 
Private, is that harmony, friendſhip and good un- 
derſtanding, ſubſiſting {ovens particular perſons, 
families, and neighbourhoods ; founded on the 
practice of juſtice and equity; and a mutual in- 
tercourſe of civilities, and friendly good offices. 
---Public peace, regarding communities, and n 
dies politic, which 1s that here princ PT Ing 
is, either internal, or, external. Internal, op 
poſed to civil feuds and animofities, is founded on 
— — 3 of the ſeveral members of 

8 litic to one common end, the public 
you en = in their —4 tation with zeal 
int iſcharge their reſpective — 
abend. general intereſt to if priva 
4g conſiderations ; thoſe in the quality of ſub- 
obeying, not only for wrath but alſo for 
are Fe, ke, the laws framed for public good'; 
and thoſe whom they have conſtituted their go- 
vernors faithfully diſcharging their truſt, by Be- 
ing ferrors to evil-doers, . a praiſe to them that 
do well; taking care that the laws be duly executed 
and juſtice impartial and uprightly adminiſtred; 
the po every loyal ſubje& Gre te diſtinction | 
ſſeſſion of his ri he and liberties; and 
ways within — bounds of law; arro- 
ung no more power and authority than their 
conſtituents 


= 


DO 1 
conſtituents have ſeen proper to inveſt them with, 
Such mutual conſpiring of all ranks to promote 
the common „each keeping within his own 
proper ſphere, muſt produce the moſt delightful 
concord and harmony; and be the foundation of 
inexpreſſible joy and felicity, reſembling that of 
the perfect, angelic world. Which will be 
broken in upon by either party turning licentious, 
and not keeping within their proper bounds; 
vrhen the people will not be bound by the laws, 
but turn factious and rebellious, and fall into tu- 
mults and inſurrections; or che governors will 
rule without and contrary to law, and break 
through all the ſecurities the people have for the 
enjoyment of their rights and privileges; in either 
of which caſes, the party injured, if the other 
will not hearken to reaſon, has a right for re- 
ſtoring the conſtitution, to have recourſe to force; 
the magiſtrate, for ſuppreſſing rebellion; the 
people for reſtraining the exorbitances of the 
= magiſtrate, and vindicating their liberties againſt 
his tyrannical Uſurpations. For it would be hard 
that civil ſociety ſhould bring men into worſe cir- 
cumſtances than they were in, in a ſtate of na- 
ture; by depriving them of the right of Self- de- 
fence againſt ſuch as invade their rights; though 
it muſt be owned, in the preſent caſe, forcible 
meaſures are not to be precipitately gone into, or 
warrantable, except in caſe of extreme neceſſity. 
-===Peace external, is that good harmony which 
ſubſiſts between a ſtate and neighbouring com- 
munities, who, with regard to each other, are in 
a ſtate of nature ; founded on. the mutual friendly 
ceſſion of each others rights and liberties; and the 
8 | inviolate 
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inviotate obſervation of all treaties and cc 
r true and pure i 
gion; the belief and p livi 
and mne ee in oppolitio 
{bis ſo thankful for, and reckbns ſo defrable a 
circumſtance” in-his- - caſe, was, that it 
ſtill remained a free. und independent nation; nut 


inſlaved to any wt power ; not 
inteſtine bc — ol but it a 
ſpect of its c 


een 


Gl rights and by ne, 
contention. A 
and moteover, it enjoyed not only civii but 
religious liberty; the purity of well and the. 
freedom of worſhipping God according to higown 
inſtitutions and ents. Peace and truth 
then whatever can be dear and valu- 
able to us as men and chriſtians; liberty, civil 
— religious; which: we — reaſon'to 
1— be thankful for, than this pious 
5 


had. the good providence of 
God, ay $ — wack, the bleffingy 
ofchel and religin's iberty. 


We are delivered 
from an expenſive and bloody war abroad, into 
which our own, and the liberties of Europe, thay 
were in eminent danger, conſtrained us to en- 
ter; and we are delivered from a turbulent faction 
among our ſelves; which lately roſe to ſucls an 
heiglit as ihrn us with juſt apptehenſiond, if 
not of final ruin ta the conſtitution, . at leaſh of ba | 


3 '- ing 


8 | 
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ing engaged in a tedious and bloody civil war · 
And bekides, we enjoy truth, the Proteſtant te- 
formed religion; the privilege. of reading the. 
ſcriptures; of inquiring freely aftet . of 
ſpeaking our ſentiments in matters of religian, 
and worſhipping God according to our conſcien · 
ces, without reſerve or fear; which glorious and 
noble advantages, if the diſturbers of our peace 
had ſucceded in their deſigns, aur enemy on the 
continent, or the Jacobite faction at home along 
with our civil liberties; had been entirely deſtroy- 
ed. It is therefore ſurely our moſt reaſonable; 
ſervice with grateful hearts to praiſe the ſupreme 
governor ; by whoſe wiſe: and kind ence; 
theſe tumults and confuſions have been; over-rul-, 
ed, and conducted to ſo happy an iſſue, that, 
we enjoy perfect peace and tranquility at home 
and abroad; and the common enemy particularly 
hath not been able to make ſuchi progreſs as was 
juſtly to be feared, both from the wiſdom and 
firmneſs of his councils, and his ſuperior force. 
We have no reaſon that I know: of to ſacrifice in 
our oum net, or to burn incenſe to our own drag z 
to aſeribe much to our own policy and good con- 
duct; but on the contrary, all the reaſon in the 
world to ſay, that, except the Lord bad been aon 
our fide: our enemies had ſwallowed us up; and to 
refer the-peace and-quietneſs we enjoy to. kind 
providence, that has always remarkably interpoſ- 
ed in our behalf, though we have been evil and 
unthankful. It is: God that mates peace, as well 
as. errates evil; to him therefore let us pay the 
uſt tnibute of the moſt chearf ul adorations and 
thankſgivings ; 8 whoſe Is the kingdom, and begin, | 
an 
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| and the vithory'; who maketh wars bo ceaſe" in tb. 


end; of the earth ;- who breakeththe-bow," and cut - 
 teth the ſpear aſunder, and burneth-the chariots in 
the fire. | Againſt him therets no wiſdom; nor un- 
derſtanding, nor ſtrengtb. He \turneth ue men 
backward, ooo ate their hnowledge frokfh,-and 
ſets bounds to the ambition of proud 5 
ſo that they cannot diſtorb the world any longer 
than he St On 1Gul Yee tl Sek! 
Bur cotme is the ſecond head; to ſhew; that 
the preſervation and continuance of our and 
trutlris a juſt foundation for our moſt affectionate 
gratitude and thankfulneſs to God. And, to ex- 
cite our gratitude to him on this occaſion; it will 
be of uſe to recollect and employ our meditations 
on theſe” following | particulars, -' Firſt, the great 
and ineſtimable value of theſe bleſfings, ce nd 
truth,-' Secondly, the many -and di 
through which they have been from time to time 
continued and tranſmitted to us. And] thirdh, 
that they have been pre tos us, hen all 
other nations almoſt have been ſuffeted to fink 
into the moſt abject ſlavery and bondage 
Firſt, the ear” and ee value of pe 
and truth. With regard to peace, . 
is it to be — om from 4 1 
wich lo great ex pence Wente, * — 
our commerce 8 and diſcoura ementofour 
mano factures at home; the grand ſources of the 
flouriſhing and proſperity ofa nation ? And how 
deſirable to hade not only without bat with- 
in our borders; ſo that violence and deſtruction 
is no longer heard in our land; but our cbtiſtitu - 
dee _ we have the peaccable'en- | 
B 3 * 
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Joywent of our civil rights and liberties? For i- 
deed the quiet poſſeſſion of civil liberty is what 
alone — the natne of peace. Can 2 

with any propriety be ſaid to 42 12 1 
Hrs andarbitrary power prevails Whol ling lives 
2 lie intirely at the mercy and hu- 
rant, who inſtead of being the ſu- 
> ey is the ſcourge and terror of his | fubjes? 
Thoſe that tamely ſubmit to lawleſs power::may 
fancy they enjoy peace and quietneſs; but it 1s 
only the | di. of it. For what avails their be- 
ing l from foreign inſults and invaſions, 
ſo long as there is a domeſtic enemy, ws 4 
pteying u their vitals who no 
other uſe, of his power but to oppreſs; and what- 
ever encouragement he may ſpecioully give to 
arts and induſtry, does it with no ous view 
to promote the happineſs of his ſubjects; but that 
he may enrich and aggrandiſe himſelf from their 
ſpoils, _ be able to command at pleaſure the 
means of gratifying his ambition and. covetouſneks ? 
Judge whether people in this condition are ima 
_ Rate of peace or war ? Open war indeed thete 
may not be; but ſurely, if every thing that is 
— 4 and generous be not ee there 
be inward rancour and animoſity in their 
— and a diſpoſition in ſuch people to aſſert 
their liberty, whenever it is in their power. 
There can be no reaſon for being at peace with:a 
tyrant, Imean that there is not an open ruptute, 
but want of power to reſiſt; which tyrants are 
— ſenſible of; and therefore take care to ſecute 
lyes, and prevent all ſuch 5 by 
armies; knowing that their threnes are 
regt not 
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ot efablifhed by righteoufnels. No 


= ono ny nd who 


weir hs, T 
caſe, we enjoy civil liberty in the fulleſt — 
AyD what a valuable poſſeſſion this is, muſk 
? WM c<adily occur to ever | 

wretched- — | 


when 
through our i e ad. to — Arbus 
rily. Who can read the hiſtory of thoſe tima 
but with the higheſt indignation and abhorrenes 
of the tyrants, and their cruel. proceedings againſt -. 
men, whoſe only crime was theie honeſty and iny 
tegrity, oppoſing theit' lawleſs meaſures, and bo. 
croachments on the copſtitution, and 
fuſing to fall dum and worſbip — | 
trary power, which they had ſet up ?- How: Natit» 
raly, upon compariſon, uf former times with ou 
own, muſt this ſentiment occur to every 
is it nat good. that Ibave prace in e ! 
live under a mild and equitable govetument; ten 
2 af 2 1 155 af the. ſubjo&; ne 
penſing w nor attempting any un 
due ſtretch of pretpgative; that — 2 po — 
money, faiſes. no ſubſſdies without authority 
parliament, grants, no moncpolies to the ruin 
trade, impriſons no perſoms agninſt law ca 
mits none of thoſe. violences, which were henne 
fore ſo [grievous and oppteſſive. The pruſem 
tion and ſecurity of penaee and liberty was ries 
very 
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ſions of unreaſonable and injurous men; that uf. 


to every perſon, that has the leaſt manlineſs and 


do all the toils and calamities of war; and chuſe 


without the warmeſt and moſt affectionate ſenti- 


gh - . © 3 
very original reaſon and end of civil government 
that, by the united ſtrength and force of many, 
the lives, liberties, and properties of the ſeveril 
individuals might be more ſecure againſt the inva. 


tice and fidelity, without which there could be 
no human ſociety might be maintained and ſup. 
ported; and that ſuch whom reaſon, conſcience, 
and honour,” would not bind, might be compel. 
led by force to act for the good of ſociety.— And 
ſurely, if exiſtence be a bleſſing, this muſt be ſo 
too; to have the peaceable enjoyment of our liber. 
ties and properties, and to have theſe effeCtually 
ſecured againſt the attempts of the violent and 
injurous. For what is ie without liberty? Death 


generofity of heart, is more eligible than life in 

very. Aae is generally reckoned ſo valuable 
that, to preſerve and ſecure it, all, who are ſenſi- 
ble of the ſweets of it, are willing to run the 
greateſt hazards. For it they will launch out in- 


rather to loſe their lives than part with it. War is 
far from being eligible, if we conſider the blood- 
ſhed and deſolation that attends it; yet theſe in- 
conveniencies are willingly ſubmitted to- for the 
preſervation and ſecurity of liberty and 2 
And it is honourable ſo to do. Bravely to reſiſt ty- 
ranny and unjuſt force, in defence of liberty, 
meets with univerſal approbation and applauſe. 

We cannot read the character of a true patriot, 


or hear of thoſe berves who have hazarded or loſt 


their lives for their own or country's liberty, 


ments 


1151 
ents of love and eſteem.” On che other hand 
hoſe are 1 contemptible, and loſt 
o all ſenſe of the dignity of human nature, who 
Gr down. contentedly under ſlavery 
prefer any other. worldly intereſt « to. liberty. 
deed a man deprived; of it can have no ater 
worldly intereſt. worth contending for. 

Tu 1s is the — of mankind. „Long 
of li is a, principle im and as | 
—— "ai . * * of te op 
in every generous: it.is mu ſtronger 
men are born to it, and hold this privilege by the. 
ſame grant and: tenure: they:do their lives, The 
contrary indeed has been ſtrenuouſly contended for. 
by ſome ambitious kings; and a certain ſet” of. 
men; who, for obvious. — have been always 
ready to do their drudgery, and, to make 
court more effectualy to them, have endeavours . 
ed to pave the way to deſpotic government in 
theſe nations, by propagating and nculcang ger ſuch 
goodly principles as theſe: That we are a 
faves ; and tbat the king is inveſted by God with 


an abſolute. and incontrolable power over his ſubjetts z 


and that it is a damnable fin on any pretenes 
whatſoever for a 


he keep faith with his ſubjects or not, — | 
he acts with or without law. We. freel 
that while he acts as a king, 
and wholeſome Jaws which the ſociety has thong 
proper to eſtabliſh, he: ought chearfully to 
oboted, and his. adminiſtration protected ain 
all inſults... But when he abuſes his power, far 
oppreſſing inſtead of protecting his ſubjefl 4, has 


, and. pid 


le to take up arms againſt 
the king, be he 52 great a tyrant, whether 


according to — 0 
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he not then unling d himſelf? Is he nbt to h 
conſidered as a traitor to the ſociety; and cn 
quently is not all manner of obligation betwem 
him and his ſubjects intirely diſſolved 7 This is the 
principle upon which the revolution ſtands, n 
our preſent conſtitution; and it is n 
able to the difates of human nature, to the'grey 
laws of ſelf-preſervation and reſentment, - tht 
prompt us to conſult our own intereſt; and vigo- 
wuſly reſiſt all attacks that may be made on our 
132 to — ; — * was never 
ded every over t in the upreme nn. 
— who is not infallible, will Juſtify ſoch 
violent meaſures ; but only when the adminiſtm 
tion is -generally and wilfuly corrupt ; and there 
appears a plain deſign through the whole to ſub- 
vert the conſtitution. Such flaviſh- prinei 
have no foundation in nature and r and 
vertainly revelation cannot contain any doctrine Wl + 
or precept inconſiſtent with reaſon, and contm - 
ry to a plain and eſſential law of nature. If ue 
examine chriſtianity, we will find indeed, that 
it ineulcates, as is very reaſonable to be believed, 
obedience to the civil mag 
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iſtrate; abo is the min- 
Mer of God to us for good, appointed to be ai ter- 
ror to evil-doers, and a praiſe to them that do 
well; and as long as he —_ to his character, 
agreeably to the true defign and intent of his oi- 
fee, reſiſtance no doubt is a great immorality, 
juſtly puniſhable by the magiſtrate, Who is in- 
veſted with the ſword for this very purpoſe to 
ſappreſs- diſturbers of the public peace, ſuch 
as ſet themſelves to obſtruct the due , 


e 


* A 


by n 

of Law and. Juſtice. But it is not any where 
Gid, that if he be a terror to well-goers, and an 
encourager of ſuch as do evil ; if the plain defign of 
his adminiſtration to oppreſs and.in inſtead of 
protecting his ſubjects in their rights and liberties, 
that the people may not take the neceſſary mea - 
ſures for their own , preſervation and defence. 
Such a magiſtrate is the very reverſe of a miniſter 
of God, according to St. Paul's deſcription ; and 
therefore to reſiſt him cannot be refiſting God 
and his ordinance; unleſs you will fay that ty- 
ranny and oppreflion are God's, ordinance, If 
any ſyſtem pretending to the character of divine 
revelation contained any ſuch doctrines and prin- 
ciples, this would furniſh an argument againſt the 
authority of it not very eaſy to be anſwered. 

Tnus we may ſee the great and. ineſtimable- va- 
lue of civil liberty; and bool leſ to be valued is 
the peaceable A of truth and religious li- 
— 3 Indeed theſe two generally ſtand and fall 
together. Once a perſon has got into his hands 
the abſolute power in temporals, he proceeds na- 
turally to aſſume the ſame in e to model 
the faith and religion of his ſubjects, and to re- 
ſtrain all freedom of religious, inquiry, as a ne- 
ceſſary means, in hie judgments; to the peaceful-, 
neſs and ſecurity of civil government; though it 
ſeems plain that if religion were left ſrea, ſo as; 
men were to have no «worldly intereſt, one way or, 
other, that would be a more effęctual means to 
prevent troubleſome diſputes and contentions. 
And this actually would have been the caſe With 
regard to theſe nations, had our enemięs pre- 
vailed. - Along: wath our civil, we; have -lo&;our, 


religious liberty * the r eformed. religion would. 
5 C have 
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have been banifhed, and the land overſpread with 
popifh darkneſs. n it not good then, that we 
enjoy truth as well as peace? That the moſt fa- 
cred of all rights, that of conſcience and private 
judgment, is preferved to us; that we have the li- 
erty of reading the ſcriptures ; of judging freely, 
and profeffing our religious ſentiments wi 
moleſtation in all points that do not affect the 
peace of ſociety? And diſſenters in particular, 
when they look back upon former times, and 
conſider the hardſhips their forefathers ſuffered in 
every reign from the reformation to the revoly. 
_ (or, I ſhould rather ſay the taking place of 

er fucceffion) certainly have ſpecial 
— 1 rejoice, and 4 thankful al the  free- 
dom and tranquility t What a 
neſs is it, hat ihe —— Sn without 


and worſhip him in the way we judge moſt agree- 


able to his will, without running the hazard of 
enormous fines, being confined td loathſome dun- 
geons, or forced to ſeek ſhelter in foreign lands? 
We fuffer no hardſhips now on account of reli- 
gion, excepting ſuch as are negative; I mean, our 
being put upon a level with the notorious and a- 
vowed enemies of the conſtitution, by being le- 
gally diſqualified from ſerving his — and the 
public in any places of truſt ; for this very rea- 
fon and no other, becauſe we conſcientiouſly fcru- 
ple the terms of conformity. For diſſoyalty and 
diſaffection to the government, is not, cannot be 
alleged; ſince when there are public ends to ſerve 
which require our aſſiſtance, the penal law is ſu- 
perſeded as long as the neceſſity for our ſervice 
continues, This incapacity, though it be com- 
plained of as — n 


119.1 
under on account of pe af and a yiolatiqn of 


the common rights of JOS proteftant diffen- 
ters de , 785 — the ſe- q 
verities their predeceſſ on in former reigns, 


think their condition very Eligible 1 the 2 | 
ſent adminiſtration ; and 1 ally 5) er | 
for the protection and tranqu 
that the government has pur Keef he 
of their enenues to bam and 25 
who, if they were not muzzled, 1 retain the | 
diſpoſition to tear and devour, ” ſtill, 
they cannot help thinking i it a defireable circum. 
ſtance, and what they may expect ſome” time or 
other from a pro 1 rilld and 
equitable, that this grievance fhonld be redreſſed; 
that ſuch a valuable body of proteſtants, whoſe 
loyalty has been always wil ry mould be re- 
ſtored to their rights equally wich other pro- 
teſtant ſubjects; which they think both religion 
and good policy concur to recolniedd ; hurtin 
men in any degree for their religious opinions, 
being, they apprehend, no way agreeable to the 
former; nor dividing, and conſequently weak- 
ning the oteſtant intereſt, to d hae: It 
— we think, be taken arniſs that we 
ould thus preſume to repreſent our grievances. 
To receive ary hear l is a great part of 
the buſineſs of the legiſlature ; to eden | 
them, their great glory. We are in a miſerable 
condition indeed, 3 we may not be allow¾ed to 
complain when we think we are hurt; and to 
give aur reaſons with all modeſty and ſubmiſſion, | 
Bur let us conſider, ſecond, through how 
many riſks and hazards theſe valuable blefings have 
come down to us; n any mer- 
cy 
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ſecure to us this glorious inherĩtance? From abroad 
we, have always had enemies conſpiring againſt, us; 
but our greateſt hazards have been from attempts 
within our ſelves. It is well known, that Units 
the whole laſt century almoſt, through a ſucckſ⸗ 


I. 
i 


to, impoſe abſolute government and popery upon 
Me ms f che y ce 
firſt, by the noble ſtand mage for liberty againſt 
the. violent and arbitrary meaſures of the court, 
by the worthy and ever memorable patriots of the 
long tarligment; and their ſucceſſors in the follow- 
ing reigns; to whoſe een and ſteadineſs, and 
the ſpirit by their means diffuſed throughout the 
nation, we owe it, that our liberties were not ut. 
terly deſtypyed paſt redemption. And, to finiſh 
this great and noble work, when thoſe ambitioũs 


princes had filled up, the meaſure 7 iniguitier, 
God raiſed up king WIL LIAN O glorious memory, 
"who not only took care to reinſtate us in the peace- 


9 


able. poſſeſſion of our liberty and religion; bar, to 


o 


| eſjabliſh. this on a, ſure and laſting foundation, 


provided that limitation of "the fuccefſion, which 


Forde happily takes place; *and was it "firſt 


bronght-abque. ſo ſeaſonably, as many of du may 
xemember, fiat it cannot but'be looked upon as 
a molt remarkable interpoſigion of divine provi- 
dence in behalf of liberty and truth. For the 
pit was dug, and the net ſpread, and our' entmits 
„„ Ss | travailed 
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| 21 ] 
trqvailed with miſcheif and iniquity ; then God a- 
roſe to plead his own cauſe ; and A loved theſe valus 
able intereſts from the fatal blow ready to be ſtruck 
which have ſince flouriſhed, and we hope ever 
will, under a ſucceſſion of truly proteſtant princes. 
And /aftly,to come down to our own times; 
has given us a new inſtance of his favour in deliyer- 
ing us from a late formidable conſpiracy againſt our 
liberties ; from a Jacobite inſurrection, ſtirred up 
and ſeconded by the grand enemy of civil and L 
ligious liberty, . elated by + ih ſucceſſes, and 
who was making ſuch rapid progreſs, that once 
there ſeemed but a day between him and the em- 
pire of the weſtern world. Some advantages 
— — gained 2a the courſe of the laſt war 
which cannot but be ground of great joy to ev 
true lover of DT As gn, hel fingdotis _ 
have been well purged of noxious and be nant 
humours by the ſuppreſſion of the late rebellion; 
and ſecondly, the affairs of a neighbouring re- 
public, our natural ally, are fixed on a better foot- 
ing. It has recovered in ſome degree its antient 
luſtre, and is put ĩnto the hands of a prince, 
who, we hope, inherits the ſpirit of his anceſ- 
tors, and will make it the bulinek of his life to 
check the ambitipus views of France. Theſe 
are advantages of no ſmall importance to the pre- 
ſervation and ſecurity of our peace and truth, 
which afford an agreeable proſpect to every well- 
wiſher to theſe intereſts, not, only for our * 
but ſucceeding times. 
LASTLY, as a ſtrong motive to excite our 
thankfulneſs to God, let us conſider, that theſe 
bleſſings have been preſerved and continued to 


* when all the nations around us almoſt have 
been 
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been ſuffered to fink into the moſt abject ſlavery 
and bondage. Moſt other nations of Eurvye 


were once poſſeſſed of liberty as well as we, as 
their hiſtories teftify ; which likewiſe ſhew the 
ſeveral ſteps by which they loft it; through inds- 
lence and afillanim ity on one hand, and the 

dual incroachments of ambition on the 


And doubtleſs we ſhould long ere now been in the 


fame condition, if God, in his good 8 ee, 
who delighted in us, and choſe us for his peenlar 
people, had not raiſed up ſome magnanimibus 
ſpirits, who boldly afferted their liberties, and 
manfully hazarded their lives and fortunes in te- 
fiſting the arbitrary meaſures of ſome of our 
kings; which ſucceeded ſo well, that at length 
our conſtitution was ſettled on that ftable and 
folid baſis whereon it now ſtands. Many of 
our illuſtrious progenitors, of whom the world 
Was not worthy, earneft] red to ſee theſe 
happy days of peace and fruth which we ſer, 
and have not ſeen them ; but had m_ of cri 
mockings, anil ſcourgings, of bonds impriſm- 
ments; being ind, ee tormented ; thy 
wandred in deſarts, and in mountains, ant! inde: 
and caves of the earth; and were tortured, 1 
accepting deliverance ; but God, in his great 
goodneſs, has provided ſome better things for us ; 
and bleſſed are your eyes, for they ſce.— h ut 1 
good then, that we have peace and trutb in our 
days? Bleſſings in themſelves ſo valuable; ſecur- 
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ed and tranſmitted to our times through a ſeries 
of ſuch hazards and difficulties, and continued 
to-us, when all other nations almoſt ars -galled 
with the heavy yoke of civil and relagious 
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and ambitious men. He that ſets 
ocean, and that ftills the noiſe of the waves, quell 
likewiſe the tumults of the peaple, and reſtrains 
the ſavage luſts and of men, otherwiſe 


the world would ſoon run into inconceivable 
diforder and conſuſion. God has a book for 
theſe Leviathans, and a bridle for thoſe wild and 


bearts, and praiſe bim with joyful lips, and in 
all our ways acknowledge him.----Let us, in pro- 
portion to its value and importance, prize and 
eſteem and and faſ in that liberty wherewsth 
God hath made us free ; abhorring and deteſting 
all principles that tend to flavery, and propa- 
gating the contrary all we can; the fathers & 
the children making known Gods truth, and bn; 
wonderful works.-----Let us be gocd ſubyects to 
that mild and gracious government we hve un- 
der; offering up our continual intexc:flions far 
our king and his reyal family ; that they — 

on g 
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long reign over.theſe nations, to be the patrom 
of ty and truth, and the happy: inſtry- 

ments of perpetuating theſe invaluable 
to us.. — And, finally, as we enjoy the 
bleſſings of pure reformed religion; as we are 
indulged the privilege of reading the ſcriptures, 
and of free religious inquiry; let us with all 
freedom and impartiality ſearch after truth our 
ſelves, and encourage the like freedom of in- 
uiry in others, as the only beſt means to the 
FI eſtabliſhment of truth, and the detecting 
and overthrowing all impoſture and ſuperſti- 
tion; which were at firſt introduced, and are ſtill 
_—_ by the force and dint of human 
authority, Truth never will fleuriſh in the 
world, till every degree of ſpiritual tyranny 
and dominion over conſcience be ſet afide ; 
and men, delivered from the ſhackles and - fet- 
ters of authority, be permitted without running 
any hazard, freely to uſe their own reaſon and 
underſtanding in religious matters. Nor. with- 
out this can there be a thorough revival of prac- 
tical religion, For what influence can that 
faith be ſuppoſed to have, which ſtands only 
in the wiſdom of men, and is not the reſult of 
impartial inquiry, and rational conviction? dif- 
ferent religious ſentiments in this. caſe are indeed 
unavoidable. Nor can this be attended with 
any confuſion or diſturbance, if men, free from 
ide and party ſpirit, and a furious intemperate 
— ill bue | raiſe the chriſtian lefon of 
moderation, and do to others as they would: de- 
fire they ſhould do to them; putting on, as the ele 
of God, humbleneſs of mind, meekueſs, forbearante, 
and charity, which is the bond of belag, 
II a7 # 
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[Lt brotherly hve continue, ERP OE dif 
ferent ſentiments in ſmaller matters, Let us not 
nudge and deſpiſe, but forbear one another in love ; 
and wherein we are agreed (which are the eſſen- 


tials of religion) let us walk by the ſame rule, and | 


mind the ſame thing ; receiving one another, as 
Chriſt alſo received us, to the glofy of God. But 
if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that 
ye be not conſumed one of another, Hatred, va- 
riance, emulations and ſfirifes, are the works of 
the feſhs 3 but the fruit of the ſpirit, is love, 
ace, 
Hereby only ſhall we evidence our ſelves wo 
of the excellent privileges and advantages we en- 
joy, and adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
by growing in divine wil 
and abounding in the fruits of piety, righteouſ- 
neſs, and charity. The greater our means are of 


knowledge and information, the greater is our 
and wickedneſs _ 


long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, and goodneſs, + 


and -knowlege, - 


obligation to holineſs and —— 
derives in aggravation and 
malignity, That — which 2 bit lord's 
will, — moo not himſelf, neither did accord» 
ing to his wi be — with many ftiripes. 
Tf ye were blind, ye ſhould have no fin ; but ,,, þ 
ye ſay, ue. ſer; therefore Your 1 remai net. * | 
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